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INTRODUCTION
The IB Diploma Programme (DP)
The Diploma Programme (DP) curriculum is made up of six subject
groups and the DP core, comprising theory of knowledge (TOK),
crea�vity, ac�vity, service (CAS) and the extended essay.
Through the Diploma Programme (DP) core, students reﬂect on the
nature of knowledge, complete independent research and undertake a
project that o�en involves community service.
Students must select one subject from six groups, which will be
described in this booklet. Furthermore, all students must complete the
compulsory Community/Ac�on/Service (CAS), Extended Essay and
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) core components.
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INTRO

GROUP 1
LANGUAGE A: LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
English A, French A, German A
The language and literature course introduces the cri�cal study and interpreta�on of
wri�en and spoken texts from a wide range of literary forms and non literary text-types.
The formal analysis of texts is supplemented by awareness that meaning is not ﬁxed but
can change in respect to contexts of produc�on and consump�on.
The course is organized into three areas of explora�on and seven central concepts, and
focuses on the study of both literary or non-literary texts. Together, the three areas of
explora�on of the course allow the student to explore the language A in ques�on
through its cultural development and use, its media forms and func�ons, and its
literature. Students develop skills of literary and textual analysis, and also the ability to
present their ideas eﬀec�vely. A key aim is the development of cri�cal literacy.
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GROUP 1

GROUP 2
LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
French Ab Ini�o, French B, Spanish Ab Ini�o, German B
It is a requirement of the programme that students study at least one subject from group
2 (or a second group 1 subject).
The main emphasis of the modern language courses is on the acquisi�on and use of
language in a range of contexts and for diﬀerent purposes while, at the same �me,
promo�ng an understanding of another culture through the study of its language.
Three subjects are available to accommodate students’ interest in and previous
experience of language study. The ﬁrst two subjects are oﬀered in a number of languages.
Modern Languages
• Language ab ini�o courses are for beginners (that is, students who have li�le or
no previous experience of learning the language they have chosen). These courses are
only available at standard level.
• Language B courses are intended for students who have had some previous
experience of learning the language. They may be studied at either higher level or
standard level.
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GROUP 2

GROUP 3
INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES
History, Histoire (in French), Business and Management, Psychology, Global Poli�cs
Students are required to choose one subject from each of the six academic areas,
including one from Individuals and socie�es. They can choose a second subject from each
academic area except the arts.
Studying any one of these subjects provides for the development of a cri�cal apprecia�on
of:
• human experience and behaviour
• the varie�es of physical, economic and social environments that people inhabit
• the history of social and cultural ins�tu�ons.
In addi�on, each subject is designed to foster in students the capacity to iden�fy, to
analyse cri�cally and to evaluate theories, concepts and arguments rela�ng to the nature
and ac�vi�es of individuals and socie�es.
History SL

History HL

IBDP & IBCP OPTIONS BOOKLET

GROUP 3

GROUP 3
INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES
Business and Management SL

Business and Management HL

Global Poli�cs SL
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GROUP 3

GROUP 3
INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES
Global Poli�cs HL

Psychology SL/HL

Economics SL

Economics HL
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GROUP 3

GROUP 4
THE SCIENCES
• Biology (SL/HL)
• Chemistry (SL/HL)
• Physics (SL/HL)
• Environmental Systems and Socie�es (SL)
• Sports, Exercise and Health Science (SL/HL)
It is a requirement of the programme that students study at least one subject from
group 4.
Students explore the concepts, theories, models and techniques that underpin each
subject area and through these develop their understanding of the scien�ﬁc method.
A compulsory project encourages students to appreciate the environmental, social
and ethical implica�ons of science. This exercise is collabora�ve and interdisciplinary
and provides an opportunity for students to explore scien�ﬁc solu�ons to global
ques�ons.

Biology/ Chemistry/ Physics SL

Biology/ Chemistry/ Physics HL
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GROUP 4

GROUP 4
THE SCIENCES
Environmental Systems and Socie�es

Sport, Exercise and Health Science
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GROUP 4

GROUP 5
MATHEMATICS
• Mathema�cs: analysis and approaches SL
• Mathema�cs: analysis and approaches HL
• Mathema�cs: applica�ons and interpreta�on SL
• Mathema�cs: applica�ons and interpreta�on HL
Students can only study one course in mathematics as part of their diploma.
All DP mathema�cs courses serve to accommodate the range of needs, interests
and abili�es of students, and to fulﬁl the requirements of various university and
career aspira�ons.
The aims of these courses are to enable students to:
• develop mathema�cal knowledge, concepts and principles
• develop logical, cri�cal and crea�ve thinking
• employ and reﬁne their powers of abstrac�on and generaliza�on.
Students are also encouraged to appreciate the interna�onal dimensions of
mathema�cs and the mul�plicity of its cultural and historical perspec�ves.
All DP mathema�cs courses require students to appreciate the use of technology in
mathema�cs and become proﬁcient with graphic display calculators.
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GROUP 5

GROUP 5
MATHEMATICS
Mathema�cs AA SL/HL

Mathema�cs AI SL/HL
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GROUP 5

GROUP 6
THE ARTS
• Music (SL/HL)
• Visual Arts (SL/HL)

Music SL/HL

Students choose courses from the
following subject groups: studies in
language and literature; language
acquisition; individuals and societies;
sciences; mathematics; and the arts.
Students may opt to study an
addi�onal sciences, individuals and
socie�es, or languages course, instead
of a course in the arts.
The subjects in the arts allow a high
degree of adaptability to diﬀerent
cultural contexts. The emphasis is on
crea�vity in the context of disciplined,
prac�cal research into the relevant
genres.
In addi�on, each subject is designed
to foster cri�cal, reﬂec�ve and
informed prac�ce, help students
understand the dynamic and changing
nature of the arts, explore the
diversity of arts across �me, place and
cultures, and express themselves with
conﬁdence and competence.
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GROUP 6

GROUP 6
THE ARTS
Visual Arts SL

Visual Arts HL
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GROUP 6

THE IBDP CORE
The IBDP Core (compulsory for all IBDP students)
The three core elements are:
Theory of knowledge, in which students reﬂect on the nature of knowledge and on how
we know what we claim to know. Theory of knowledge (TOK) is assessed through an
exhibi�on commentary and a 1,600 word essay. It asks students to reﬂect on the nature of
knowledge, and on how we know what we claim to know.
The extended essay, which is an independent, self-directed piece of research, ﬁnishing
with a 4,000-word paper. The topic will be based on one of the six selected subjects.
Crea�vity, ac�vity, service, in which students complete a project related to those three
concepts. CAS requires students to take part in a range of experiences and at least one
project. These should involve:
• real, purposeful ac�vi�es, with signiﬁcant outcomes
• personal challenge
• though�ul considera�on, such as planning, reviewing progress, repor�ng
• reﬂec�on on outcomes and personal learning
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IBDP CORE

IB CAREER-RELATED
PROGRAMME
CP students undertake three IB Diploma Programme (DP) courses, a core consis�ng of
four components and a career-related study.
For CP students, DP courses provide the theore�cal underpinning and academic rigour of
the programme; the career-related study further supports the programme’s academic
strength and provides prac�cal, real-world approaches to learning; and the CP core helps
them to develop skills and competencies required for lifelong learning.
The following core components are compulsory for all CP students:
Personal and professional skills
Personal and professional skills is designed for students to develop a�tudes, skills and
strategies to be applied to personal and professional situa�ons and contexts now and in
the future.
In this course the emphasis is on skills development for the workplace, as these are
transferable and can be applied in a range of situa�ons.
Service learning
Service learning is the development and applica�on of knowledge and skills towards
mee�ng an iden�ﬁed and authen�c community need.
In this research-based approach, students o�en undertake service ini�a�ves related to
topics studied previously in their academic disciplines, u�lizing skills, understandings and
values developed in these studies.
Reﬂec�ve Project
The reﬂec�ve project is an in-depth body of work produced over an extended period of
�me and submi�ed towards the end of the CP. Through a reﬂec�ve project students
iden�fy, analyse, cri�cally discuss and evaluate an ethical issue arising from their
career-related studies.
The reﬂec�ve project is intended to promote high-level research, wri�ng and extended
communica�on skills, intellectual discovery and crea�vity.
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IBCP

IB CAREER-RELATED
PROGRAMME
Language Development
Language development ensures that all students have access to to a language programme
that will assist and further their understanding of the wider world. The ability to
communicate in more than one language is essen�al to the IB’s concept of an interna�onal
educa�on.
Language development encourages students to improve their proﬁciency in a language
other than their best language.
At SISD, we oﬀer a BTEC Business pathway for career-related study. A descrip�on of the
course can be found below:
The Pearson BTEC Interna�onal Level 3 Diploma in Business is a qualiﬁca�on for students
wan�ng to con�nue their educa�on through applied learning, who aim to progress to
higher educa�on and ul�mately to employment, probably in the business sector. The
content of this qualiﬁca�on has been developed in consulta�on with academics to ensure
that it supports progression to higher educa�on. In addi�on, employers and professional
bodies have been involved and consulted in order to conﬁrm that the content is also
appropriate for and consistent with current prac�ce.
Units have been designed to support progression to the range of sector-related courses in
Higher Educa�on and to link with relevant occupa�onal areas. They cover content areas
such as human resources, accoun�ng, management, retail and marke�ng.
In addi�on, the qualiﬁca�on includes work experience unit which enables all students to
beneﬁt from prac�cal experience of the sector.
The assessment approach of the BTEC qualiﬁca�ons in Business allows learners to receive
feedback on their progress throughout the course as they provide evidence towards the
assessment and grading criteria and is con�nually assessed rather than assessed in ﬁnal
examina�ons. Evidence for assessment may be generated through a range of diverse
ac�vi�es including assignment and project work, case studies, workplace assessment, role
play and oral presenta�on. Delivery strategies will reﬂect the nature of work within the
business sector by encouraging learners to research and carry out assessment in the
workplace or in simulated working condi�ons wherever possible.
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IBCP

IB CAREER-RELATED
PROGRAMME
Pearson BTEC
International Level 3 Diploma in Business
UNIT

TITLE

UNIT SIZE

1

Exploring Business

90

2

Research and Plan
a Marketing Campaign

90

3

Business Finance

90

M

90

4

Managing an Event

90

M

90

M

120

6

Principles of Management

DIPLOMA

720 GLH
90

M

M - SET ASSIGNMENT

90

60

7

Business Decision
Making

120

8

Human Resources

60

14

Investigating Customer
Services

60

O

60

16

Visual Merchandising

60

O

60

17

Digital Marketing

60

O

60

18

Creative Promotion

60

20

Ethics

60

O

60
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IBCP

IB CAREER-RELATED
PROGRAMME
Pearson BTEC
International Level 3 Diploma in Business
UNIT

TITLE

UNIT SIZE

23

Work Experience in
Business

60

24

Branding

60

28

Sales Technique
and Processes

60

DIPLOMA

720 GLH

720
Qualifying requirements for the Pearson BTEC Interna�onal Level 3 Diploma in
Business (720 GLH)
1. Learners must complete at least nine units, of which ﬁve are mandatory and at
least two are assessed using a Pearson Set Assignment.
2. Learner must complete all units, achieve a Pass or above in all mandatory units
unless otherwise speciﬁed.
3. Learners must complete and have an outcome (Dis�nc�on, Merit, Pass or
Unclassiﬁed) for all units within a valid combina�on.
4. Learners much achieve the required units at Pass or above. The available grade
range for the Pearson BTEC Interna�onal Level 3 Diploma in Business is PP to D*D*.
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IBCP

